
GAY CALLERS ASSOCIATION 
DRAFT ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 

Friday, June 30, 2017

4 PM, Mojave Room, Renaissance Hotel


Palm Springs, CA


1. Call to Order; Sign In

Kris Jensen chaired the meeting, started by asking people to sign in.

2. Introduction of the Board

a. Kris Jensen, Acting President & Vice President

b. Bill Eyler, Treasurer

c. Michael Wills, Secretary

d. Kent Forrester, IAGSDC rep

3. Introduction of Members

4. Approval of 2016 Minutes (Michael)

Motion to approve by Michael Levy, seconded by Terri Sherrer, passed unanimous voice 
vote.

5. Treasurer’s Report (Bill)

Financial report attached to these minutes.

We’re in excellent financial shape, making about $2,000/year.  Report includes final results 
of the prior fiscal year (Sept-Aug), but doesn’t include current GCA caller school. The SF 
Bay Area inter-club holiday dance, organized by John Kenny (who will be passing it on this 
year) donated $105.32 to the GCA.  Entire GCA callers school is funded by All Join Hands 
each year.  We’re approaching $15,000 in the bank.

Members unsure of their membership status should contact Bill.

Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Financial Report by  Allan Hurst, seconded by Michael 
Levy.  Passed by unanimous voice vote.

6. Caller School Report (Kris)

There were 16 students this year, and the school was very successful, with lots of positive 
feedback and good suggestions.  Bill Eyler and Randy Dougherty were the caller coaches, 
Ett McAtee and Jane Clewe were TAs.  Rooms had to be finalized at the last minute due to 
issues with the hotel, but it all worked out fine.  In order to get the rooms at a reduced rate, 
we were committed to buying pre-priced meals.  We fed the coaches, the TA and 



coordinator, and collected money from many students to subsidize a good portion of their 
hotel meals.

We had a vocal coach this year (Lisa Lincoln) who gave a presentation, and each student 
got a half hour of her time.  We hope to be reimbursed for the expense of the caller school 
rooms by the PS 2017 committee.

The 2018 caller school will be in Seattle, beginning Sunday, July 1, with Ross Howell as 
caller coach, and Anne Uebelacker as backup coach.  Arlene Kaspik will be TA.

7. IAGSDC Delegates Meeting Report (Kent)

Membership in IAGSDC clubs is now at 1,931 people, with 62 clubs.  The IAGSDC budget 
operated at an approximately $800 loss. There will be a club development meeting at noon 
on Sunday in this room, everyone encouraged to send a representative.  Brad Bruner is the 
Club Liaison contact.

Last year’s convention in Toronto had 839 attendees, and made a $17,000 profit.  They are 
looking to disperse the $17,000 charitably, but Canadian law mandates that it must stay in 
Canada.

The new IAGSDC.org website will be launched soon:  on July 8 the current site will go read-
only, and on July 15 the new site will go live.

ARTS.  Attendance was down at the national convention.  There is a need to update the 
you2candance.com website. Betsy Gotta is chair of ARTS. 

All Join Hands Canada is doing well.

All Join Hands received $16,000 in contributions in 2016.  Over the years they have 
sponsored 262 students through GCA caller school and they have helped subsidize 445 
new dancers at convention.

Allan Hurst spoke about the archive project, digitizing Karl Jaekel’s binders of IAGSDC 
memorabilia, and the IAGSDC wiki project (should be updated by clubs/callers).

Harlan gave CALLERLAB report.

Future conventions:  

Seattle 2018 has 382 registrants.  Rooms for caller school lined up.  Taking registrations, 
and selling merchandise at the Palm Springs convention.  Not doing a meal deal because 
there are 57 restaurants within a 1-block radius.  Easily accessible, parking expensive, they 
are working on getting cheaper parking rates.

Philadelphia 2019’s website is philadelphia2019.com.  They will be raffling off early bird 
registration.  Starting to accept registrations on Sunday.  Full price is $210.  Hotel room rate 
is $149 for up to 4 people.  

Denver 2020.  July 2-5.  Same hotel as 2000 convention.  $169 for 2 people, $179 for 3, 
and $189 for 4.  

http://you2candance.com


2021.  Rick Hawes, et al., are putting a convention proposal together.  First choice is 
Minneapolis. 

2022.  No proposals so far.

IAGSDC Elections:  Dan Mutschler is the new Vice Chair,  Secretary Kent Tolleson remains 
Secretary, Brad Bruner remains Liaison.

8. CALLERLAB Report (Harlan)

If you are not a member of CALLERLAB, you should be, GCA is becoming a big influence.  
There are many GCA members who present at CALLERLAB.  We made up 10% of people 
attending.  Twenty-one panels or committees are chaired by or have GCA members on 
panel.  CALLERLAB provides insurance.  CALLERLAB now has a woman chair.  Next year 
CALLERLAB will be in Albuquerque.  

Jane Clewe did a GCA presentation at general meeting.  

CALLERLAB gives out awards:  Vic and Debbie Ceder, and Deborah Carroll Jones all 
received the Milestone Award.  Harlan Kerr received the Award of Excellence.  

There are three GCA members running for board positions.  

MP3s of meetings available for $25. 

Mainstream committee voted to divide Mainstream and Basic into 2 separate lists.  Major 
rewrite coming of Mainstream and Basic calls. Challenge committee is rewriting C3A 
definitions.  

Don’t just join CALLERLAB; become a committee member.  

Barry Clasper:  Harlan got the (stalled) rewrite of MS/Basic calls into motion single-handedly, 
which is the driver behind his award.  CALLERLAB has a square-dancing knowledge base 
(knowledge.callerlab.org), sharing ideas for the betterment of square dancing.  There are a 
couple of other knowledge bases on other topics.

9. The Call Sheet Report (Allan)

Allan asked for a show of hands of new callers.  One of the benefits of GCA membership is 
access to The Call Sheet.  The Call Sheet is being noticed by CALLERLAB, getting straight 
callers to contribute.  Download The Call Sheet from the website.  Allan asked for articles 
from caller school attendees.  Photos of new callers will be in The Call Sheet unless there is 
a request not to publish.  Ken Sale is working on “secret” predictive call system — suggests 
resolutions from current positions, available soon.

10. Old Business

Suggestions for use of GCA funds (Bill)

Bill has been asking for suggestions for possible use of funds.  Bill proposes we send out an 
email blast to ask for more ideas for use of the funds.

http://knowledge.callerlab.org


11. New Business

a. GCA Convention Calling Slots 

Kris read report by Ken Sale (attached).

Allan Hurst:  the accelerated time scale at the end made it difficult 

Betsy Gotta:  Slots not dependent on callers, but dependent on convention.  Callers 
should offer what they are willing to do, and prepare for that, assuming they’d get the 
slots.

Andy Shore:  Issues with slots and rooms has come up with prior conventions.  There 
was documentation on GCA and convention that has been lost.  Some provisions in 
IAGSDC contract, but not all.  Suggest writing up a new document, and talking with 
IAGSDC to put terms into contract.  Put it back on GCA board to come up with 
document.

Michael Levy:  We should define a formal role:  who is responsible for coordinating with 
the committee.

Scott Anspoker:  I got Ken’s email too late to respond.  Offers to take some of the load 
off this year.

Seth Levine:  Ken turned over the list to him.  If you want to trade out, just let him know.  

Barry Clasper:  GCA photo schedule is happening during brunch.  Looks like it cannot be 
changed.

Lisa Lincoln:  no secure room to put computer makes it hard to deal with

Blaine Knupp:  Likes to go to MS and help out.  Can that be formalized?  Open 
workshop for new dancers who can ask to go over specific calls? 

Dan Lyke: may have a room for that.

b. Lifetime membership proposal (Bill). 

Bill:  Bylaws have a category of membership called “honorary.”  No dues required.  
Never handed out to anyone.  Bill suggests creating a $150 lifetime membership — pay 
once, never pay again.  Cautions against financial implications:  some agree, some say 
not an issue.  Suggested that we send out an blast for a straw poll on creating a lifetime 
membership category (and also to explain the honor membership category).

Andy: Bylaws require a quorum, but a quorum was never present historically.  Adding 
lifetime or honorary members could make that worse.

12. Election of Officers

a. President

Motion by Bex Clark to nominate Ett McAtee.

Seconded by Michael Maltenfort.



Passed by acclamation.

b. Secretary

Motion by Allan Hurst to nominate Harlan Kerr.

Seconded by Debbie Stopp

Passed by acclamation.

13. Miscellaneous announcements:

Harlan:  Over a year ago Deuce Williams died, author of many calls.  Had a rough life; was 
gay at a time when it was harder.  Amazing caller.  Harlan wants to remember gay callers 
who came before us.

Bill:  GCA badges available at your cost from BadgeWorks.  Bill must authorize. 

14. Adjourn

Motion by Michael Maltenfort to adjourn.

Seconded by Andy Chong.

Passed.









Seth Levine(was not able to sign)


